
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2020 

Special Bushfire Recovery edition 
For many of our clients the start of a New Year was marred by significant bushfire emergencies, resulting in considerable 

personal and financial stress. We are thinking of you and are doing our best to keep across the details of the assistance 

packages that are available to help individuals and businesses get back on their feet. We are providing some general 

information in this special edition of Kothes Advantage and encourage you to get in touch with us so we can work together 

for the best possible outcome for you in understanding the finer details of this support. Please phone (02) 6491 6491.  

 

 

SPEND WITH THEM: A new Instagram account is helping 
connect consumers with the small businesses affected by 
Australia's bushfires, encouraging Australian shoppers to 
be mindful of where they spend their money and help it 
reach those who most need support. 

Launched by motivational speaker and business woman 
Turia Pitt, along with marketing and content manager 
Grace McBride, the official Spend With Them Instagram 
account amassed over 182,000 followers in less than 10 
days - profiling small businesses across a range of fields, 
including local fresh produce, wines and fashion. 

This innovative idea is benefitting businesses throughout 
the bushfire-impacted regions right across Australia. 

Turia’s idea was inspired by #GoWithEmptyEskys which is 
an initiative of BUY FROM THE BUSH - an Instagram 
account initially set up to support rural communities 
facing drought. Buy from the Bush is now encouraging 
people to visit fire-impacted communities with empty 
eskies and fill them up with local produce when they 
arrive. 

“Bega Valley Shire Council is keeping across 
business support programs so please follow 

them on Facebook and Instagram.” 

 

 

 

There is also a new national website to reinvigorate the 
tourism industry, ROADTRIP FOR GOOD.  

Zoe Manderson from Melbourne launched the website to 
encourage people to plan trips to fire-affected regional 
areas. Businesses can list on the site for free and Zoe hopes 
it will encourage people to not only visit during summer but 
more longer-term into Easter and beyond. 

The IT’S MY SHOUT website allows users to buy products 
from East Gippsland or purchase meals for residents.  

 

Helping businesses bounce back from the fires 
The devastating impact of the fires on local economies has spurred celebrities and the broader community to create 

innovative ways to support businesses via social media and online campaigns. Local chambers of commerce, community 
Facebook groups and others are also creating positive momentum.  

Below are some examples of these initiatives to help reinvigorate the economies of fire-affected regions. Check your 
social newsfeeds and local media to see how your business can be part of the positive action.  

 

https://www.instagram.com/spendwiththem/
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 There are a range of grants, allowances, payments and support options 

available to individuals and businesses impacted by the fires, and it can be 

overwhelming navigating through them all. 

The NSW Government has small business support packages and their 
website is a good place to start. Telstra has also announced assistance 
packages, and is also picking up the bill for fire-fighters. The Australian 
Taxation Office is also providing lodgement and payment relief including 
fast-tracking refund payments, setting up payment plans for tax and 
remitting penalties or interest charged during the time you’re affected. The 
ATO also has an Emergency Support Infoline 1800 806 218. 

We encourage you to get in touch with your Kothes Accountant and 
we can help you access these support packages - phone 6491 6491. 

 

 

 

Grants and support  Fire-impacted small 

business checklist 

Many small businesses don't have 

a business continuity plan for 

when natural disasters strike. 

Here are some practical steps for 

small business operators.  

1. Are you OK? 

• Running a business is stressful 

enough without Mother 

Nature's interference. 

• Reach out to family, friends, 

advisers and local support 

groups. 

2. Engage with your workers – 

you'll be heartened by their 

support 

• Be upfront about the impact 

of the disaster on your 

business. 

• Check employment and 

contractor agreements. Can 

unutilised employees agree to 

reduced hours, bring forward 

annual leave plans or take 

unpaid leave if the business is 

temporarily closed or in re-

start mode? Legal advice may 

be needed. 

• Fringe Benefits Tax 

concessions may apply for 

emergency benefits to 

employees. 

• Challenge your workforce 

with diverse tasks to get the 

business up and running. 

READ MORE 

https://www.charteredaccountantsa

nz.com/member-

services/technical/business-

issues/climate-change-risk/ca-anz-

checklist-for-small-businesses-

impacted-by-natural-disasters 

 

Recovery centres 

As fire-impacted regions move into recovery mode, local recovery 

centres are being established. In the Bega Valley for example, where 

more favourable weather conditions are enabling emergency services 

to better manage fire activity, a Bushfire Recovery Centre is open 7 

days a week. 

LOCATION Bega Valley Commemorative Civic Centre, Zingel Place, Bega  

OPENING HOURS 

• Monday to Friday: 9.00am – 5.00pm 

• Saturday / Sunday: 10.00am – 4.00pm 

The Council is also publishing a daily bulletin at 5pm on their website 

and is continually updating their Facebook page.  

A mobile recovery team is also being established with the aim of 

accessing our towns and localities north and south of Bega on a 

rotating basis.  

If you register with your local recovery centre, recovery staff can help 

you navigate through the financial assistance and support packages 

available. 

More information: www.begavalley.nsw.gov.au  

 

BAS payment deferrals for fire-affected areas  
The ATO is granting impacted postcodes automatic deferrals for 

lodgements and payments due. For example: 

 

✓ For the monthly BAS due 21 January 2020, the new deferred date is 

6 March 2020 

✓ For the monthly BAS due 21 February 2019, the new deferred date is 

6 March 2020 

 

Please visit the ATO website for more information about BAS due 

dates in your postcode area, or call your Kothes accountant. 
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